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JACOB PERKINS. 
AN EARLY NEW ENGLAND DIE-CUTTER. 


Most of the early engravers of the dies from which American Coins and 
Medals of the last century were struck, of whom there were but few, were 
self-educated men, without the advantages of training under skilled instructors, 
and in most cases without even the opportunity of studying the achievements 
of masters whose work had preceded them; this fact gives a special interest 
not merely to the results of their labors, but to their personal history. John 
Hull, who is supposed to have cut the dies for the early New England and 
Pine Tree money, was probably the first to practice the art in the American 
colonies ; and the romantic story of the astonishing profits he is reputed to 
have made, a part of which, as Hawthorne’s mythologic tale has informed us, 
he invested in a dowry for his daughter on her marriage, though its absurdity 
was long ago shown, is still rehearsed to admiring school-boys as veracious 
history; Higley, whose Granby coppers with their mighty axe and the deer 
at gaze, brought him many a mug of flip, if tradition tells the truth; Paul 
Revere, who suggested some of the patterns for Massachusetts coins, and the 
various engravers of the innumerable dies of Connecticut, New Jersey and 
the other Colonial coppers; Chalmers, Standish Barry, if indeed they per- 
sonally cut the dies for the pieces attributed to them, Abel Buel, and others 
who need not be named, are instances in point. Most of these issues could 
be properly classed among necessity pieces, and doubtless many interesting 
items of the various difficulties which attended their production and the 
means by which they were surmounted, might be brought to light, from the 
records of the past, by a curious investigator, which would add an interesting 
chapter to the early history of American Numismatics. 

One of the most ingenious of this group of workmen, and one of the 
earliest to attempt to engrave medallic dies, was JAcop Perkins, whose Medal 
of Washington, bearing an urn and the inscription “ He is in glory, the world 
in tears,” is well known to collectors. He was born in Newburyport, Mass., 
July 9, 1766; his father was a tailor, and carried on his business in that quaint 
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old town on the banks of the Merrimac, which at that time was a prosperous 
municipality, and the home of many distinguished men; on its principal street 
stands the church where Whitefield lies burie d, the well-known friend of the 
Wesleys and the Countess of Huntingdon, and to whose fervid sermons on 
his jour neys through “a Colonies F ranklin occasionally listened. 


Jacob’s father had a numerous family, and brought them up with much of 
the strictness which characterized the period; but Jacob was somewhat 
disposed to resent the rigor of the paternal rule, and it is related that on one 
occasion having been sent to his chamber for some trifling misdemeanor, his 
father repaired "thithe ‘r shortly after, determined to apply the rod of correction, 
but was astonished to find only an empty room ; the boy had discovered some 
balls of the ‘ listing” torn from his father’s woollens, and extemporizing a 
rope, hi id made his escape. Whether this evidence of his ability to take care 
of himself led to the immediate result of his leaving his home, tradition does 
not say, but soon after, at the age of fifteen, we find him at work as a gold- 
smith, and assuming a large share of the responsibility of the business. At 
the very first he began to give evidence of that inventive talent which in his 
after life made him famous; he succeeded in discovering a method of plating 
the buckles which formed so essential a part of the fashionable costume of the 
day; by this process shoe-buckles and knee-buckles of silver or gold, often 
set with gems, were so closely imitated as hardly to be distinguished from the 
genuine metal. 

At the age of twenty-one he is said to have made his first attempt at 
cutting dies for striking coins; a letter from Mr. Matthew A. Stickney, in the 
Yournal for September, 1868 (p. 36), says that he ‘executed beautifully a 
silver pattern for the first coinage of United States Dollars,” an impre ssion of 
which, obtained from a ne phew of Mr. Perkins, is in Mr. Stickney’s cabinet, 
who esteems it as among the choicest pieces in his possession, and who 
remarks that it was rejected because it bore the medallion head of Washington, 
a too aristocratic design for a period governed by French influence. 

When Perkins was twenty-four years old he suggested the plan of print- 
ing bank-notes from elaborately engraved steel- plates, instead of the cheaper 
wood-cut and copper-plate devices which had been previously used. The 
idea met with favor at once, as it was believed that these plates could not 
successfully be counterfeited, when executed according to his proposed 
methods; and from this suggestion grew the great Bank-note and Bond 
Engraving Companies, whose superb work to-day is so deserving of praise 
for the mechanical as well as for the artistic skill employed in their production. 

Among his other inventions of about the same period was a machine for 
cutting and heading nails, by one operation; it proved a success, and a 
building was erected at Amesbury, Mass., where a profitable business in their 
manufacture was carried on for many years. 

When Washington died, a large number of funeral processions, in various 
parts of the country, expressed the popular grief. In the city of Boston there 
was a Masonic procession, which was attended on the 11th of February, 1800, 
and in which the Grand Lodge, Samuel Dunn, Grand Master, and 1,600 
Brethren participated, many of them wearing a Medal struck from dies 
engraved by Perkins. The obverse has a bust of Washington to left, in 
uniform, and surrounded by a wreath of laurel; it bears the legend “HE 1s 
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. GLORY. THE WORLD IN TEARS,” which was suggested by the Hon. Dudley 
A. Tyng, who was at one time Collector of the Port of Newburyport; the 
reverse has an inscription in four concentric circles, and a skull and cross 
bones at the bottom. Eleven days later a civic procession marched through 
the streets of the same city, and another Medal, having the same obverse, 
but a different reverse with an urn, etc., the dies of which were also cut by 

‘kins, was worn. These Medals were struck in a three-story wooden 

iilding which stood for many years in Market Place, Newburyport, and 
perhaps is still there; it was just below the Ocean Bank. 

Some time after these Medals were struck, Mr. Perkins removed to 
Boston, and later resided in New York and Philadelphia. In 1818 he went 
to London, which was his residence until his death, in 1841; a daughter 

rvived him; he had also two sons, Angier M., and Greenleaf. 

While in England he was engaged in a large manufacturing business, 
hiefly of engines and steam machinery. While there he also invented a 
rocess of transferring engravings from one steel-plate to another. Among 
; inventions may also be mentioned a gun, in which steam was successfully 

used instead of powder; the bathometer for measuring the depth of water, 
ind the pleometer, to mark the speed with which a vessel moves. 


] 
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EARLY MACEDONIAN COINS OF THE PANGAEAN DISTRICT. 


THE study of the ancient coins of Greece has not made that advance in the United States 
which their importance from a numismatic point of view deserves. The Editors of the Yournal, 
desiring to do what they may be able, to increase the interest in the subject, propose to print 
occasional articles, gathered from the works of eminent authorities, not accessible to the general 
reader. The first of these, from an essay on the subject by Mr. BarcLay V. HEAD, is given 


below. 


The mountain ranges between the Strymon and the Nestos, together with the 
intervening valleys and plain, now called the plain of Drama, drained by the river 
Angites and its tributaries, were, from the earliest times of which we possess any 
record, the home of fierce Thracian tribes, miners, who worked the rich veins of gold 
and silver with which the mountains, especially the Pangaean range, abounded. On 
the summit of Mount Pangaeum itself was the religious centre of the whole district, 
the famous oracle of the Thracian Bacchus, whose orgiastic rites were perhaps intro- 
duced in primitive times from Phrygia, whence also the tribes of the Pangaean district 
must have originally received the Babylonic silver standard, according to which their 
earliest dealings in that metal were regulated. 

It is not surprising that among tribes whose one staple of trade was gold and 
silver, a currency should have been adopted as soon as the idea reached their shores, 
which we may suppose it to have done early in the sixth century B.c. from the parts of 
Asia Minor at that time under the dominion of the Lydian king, Alyattes. 

Accordingly we find a Thracian gold stater of the Pangaean district which is 
without an inscription, but similar in type to the coins of the Orrescii, etc., identical 
in weight with the gold staters of the north-western district of Asia Minor of the time 
of Alyattes. The earliest Pangaean silver money in like manner follows the same 
Babylonic silver standard as the coins of Croesus. The types on the other hand are 
purely Thracian, the favorite subject for representation being a Centaur carrying off a 
Nymph. 

The Pangaean region with its port Neapolis and the Greek island of Thasos, 
may, therefore, be looked upon as the starting point of a coinage which gradually 
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in a westerly direction, probably ‘by a route almost identical with that which 
,omans of later days called the Via Egnatia, to Lete, Therma, Ichnae, Aegae, and 
, perhaps, even into the plain of the Haliacmon, to which district, and not to 
ce, the coin of the Tynteni should perhaps be attributed, on account of its resem- 
» to the coin of Ichnae. 
The Orrescii, the Zaeelii, and the ... naei, are the names, hitherto discovered, 
lver-coining tribes of the Pangaean district. These peoples are not mentioned 
ind are only known to us by their money. 
l, by way of the pass across Mount Symbolon and the port of 
w Kavala), a direct communication with the opposite island of Thasos and 
and by the land-route already mentioned, which was afterwards followed 
Xerxes, an easy means of commercial intercourse with the Macedonian 
his way alone can we account for the extension of the Babylonic standard 
> an extent of country. 
» were two towns called Neapolis on the northern shores of the Aegaean, 
: peninsula of Pallene, near Mende, the other, the modern Kavala, opposite 
the bay at the foot of Mount Pangaeum, commercially a place of great 
, from its position at the only point where the great military high-road 
ice touches the sea, thus placing it in communication at the same time 
or, and, by sea, with Greece. 
town to which the plentiful coins reading VEOP must be attributed. 
} 1] 


OSSECSSC 


y be of the preggers: an Neapolis, for all the early coins of the 
- of Attic weight, while these are of the same B: ibylonic standard 

‘ coins of the Pangaean tribes of the interior and of Thasos. 

Whether Neapolis was a colony of Athens or a Sepenaeney of Daton, a conti- 
ental settlement of the Thasians, has been disputed ; the probability, however, is that 
it was originally a Thasian settlement, and subsequently tributary to Athens, and in 
~e part occupied by Athenians, who took up their abode there for the purpose of 


iving profit from the rich mines of Mount Pangaeum. 

The type of the coins of Neapolis, the Gorgon-head, is, however, no evidence of 
Athenian origin, for it is now all but certain that the coins of this type commonly 

signed to Athens are in reality coins of Eretria in Euboea. 

The coinage of Neapolis commences probably before B.c. 500, continuing in an 
unbroken series down to the time of Philip. In fabric there is a striking similarity to 
the coins of Thasos, noticeable both in the obverses and in the incuse reverses of the 
earlier coins, and continuing down to the time when the two places cease to coin 
money. The early coins of both follow the Babylonic standard of the mainland, 
which, afterwards, develops a tendency to merge into the Attic. It is remarkable that 
the drachm of Neapolis and the Thasian stater have the same letter 4 on the obverse. 
As the two coins are clearly contemporary, this may probably indicate a very close 
connection between the two mints, which may have been both, for a time, under one 
and the same magistrate. 

In the Athenian tribute-lists this Neapolis is distinguished from other towns of 
the same name by the addition of zap’ ’Avteadoay, and is assessed constantly at 1,000 
drachms. 

About B.c. 411, as nearly as we are able to judge, owing perhaps to the change in 
the political constitution of the island, the coinage of Thasos is entirely renewed, both 
as to type, standard, and fabric. A similar change takes place in the coinage of 
Neapolis. The Gorgoneion, it is true, remains the type of the obverse, but on the 
reverse appears the head of a goddess who can be no other than Nike. On the larger 
coins she wears a wreath of olive, on the smaller her hair is twisted up into a knot 
behind the head. The worship of Nike, as Heuzey has shown, is clearly due to the 
Athenian settlers who associated her with Athena, who, under the name Parthenos, 
was the goddess especially revered at Neapolis, where there was a temple erected to 
her, called, as at Athens, the Parthenon, as we know from an inscription published by 
Heuzey. 
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After Neapolis Eion was perhaps the most important port on these coasts, as may 
be gathered from Herodotus, who says that Xerxes started thence for Asia on his 
return after his defeat at Salamis, and that he left behind him the Persian Boges as 
covernor of the town. The obstinate resistance of the latter against Cimon circ. 470, 
and his tragical end, are among the few incidents which Thucydides mentions during 
the interval between B.c. 477 and 466. “ Eyon,” says Grote, ‘was for Athens the first 
stepping-stone towards the important settlement of Amphipolis.” 

The attribution to Eion of the series of small silver coins having for type one or 
two swans, generally accompanied by a lizard, cannot be considered as certain. Mionnet 
sives them to Heraclea Sintica: Cousinéry to Eion, Thasos, or Amphipolis, accordin 
as the letters H, 6, or 4d occur upon them. Borrell agrees with this conjecture. 

Dr. J. Friedlaender has published a description of an electrum hecte of the same 
type weighing 40 grains, now in the Berlin Museum. This shows that the place of 
mintage was a member of the monetary league which issued such hectae, and almost 
certainly a seaport. 

Taking into consideration, therefore, not only the early style but also the Baby 
lonic standard of all these little silver coins, it may be affirmed that they precede in 

ite the foundation of Amphipolis, and, as they have been generally found in i 
neighborhood, the probability is that they were issued at Efon, a place which after 
became secondary to Amphipolis, after which it is not likely to have had a sej 


mint, 


“INIMICA TYRANNIS.” 


Tue reverse “ Inimica-Tyrannis” used with the Confederatios, is some- 
what interesting ; there are two die-varieties of this reverse: of one of them 
only a single impression is known, and this was found in digging a drain at 
Berlin, Connecticut. This has the word america at the bottom, while the 
other has AMERICANA. 

It is probable that this was originally intended as the obverse of a pro- 
posed National coin, and it was from the device that the name crown was to 
be given to the piece itself. In a paper prepared by Gouverneur Morris, it is 
said that ‘“‘ the word Crown occurred from the following idea of an impression 
for the gold coin: an Indian, his right foot on a crown, a bow in his left hand, 
in his right thirteen arrows, and the inscription—J/anus [nimica Tyrannuis.” 
[A hand unfriendly to tyrants. | 

The pieces that exist are in copper, and the device is somewhat modified; 
the figure resembles a woman fully as much as a man; it holds a single arrow 
in the right hand, and a bow in the left, while a full quiver is suspended from 
the left shoulder behind. At the observer's right is a sort of pillar, on which 
the figure leans, and beneath its right foot is a crown. These reverses are 
substantially alike, except as mentioned above (in the legend,) and both are 
used with the Confederatios of 1785. 


The power of association is curiously illustrated by the name suggested by Morris for 
the proposed coinage. The crown, as the emblem of royalty, and especially as typifying the 
British power, was particularly obnoxious, and had been torn down from public buildings, 
court-rooms and churches, by the colonists with unsparing zeal; on the piece proposed, 
America, typified by an Indian, tramples the odious symbol under foot. And yet, so 
familiar was the word, as applied to a coin, that so far as we can discover, no objection 
was made to the suggestion on account of the proposed name. 
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STARS AND CONSTELLATIONS ON COINS. 
‘ournal, a correspondent made some inquiries as to whether 
presentations of the heavenly constellations, stars, etc. The 
surround the head of the eagle on some of our gold pieces, 
| others of similar character, not referring to any particular 
pted in the inquiry. The query at once attracted attention, 
, bearing more or less directly on the subject; at 
» matter has looked over several old and rare Numis- 
ing list, from various engravings. It seems to have 
ages; for we are not aware that any attempt has 
these pier es, and the field does not seem to be 


promised to make some further researches, and these 


ICV ; DVX SAX IC M A ET W [Frederic, by the Grace 
1y, Julich, Fuleacz, Cleve, Chviae, Berg, Montium, En- 
nd Westphalia.) Armored bust to right, in profile; wig 
ne curls ; around his neck the ribbon and device of the Danish 
he Elephant, the emblem itself touching the edge of the medal ; 
incation of the arm Wermuth |the die-cutter. | 

\CRI ROM IMP STATVVM EVANGELICORVM LIBERTAS AVCTORITASQV 
in the outer circle; * EMENDATO AD SOLIS CVRSVM CALENDARIO AO 
IVBI & SACVLARI XO SEPTIO in the middle circle, and in a third, FRIDERICI 
DVCIS SANONIAE SEPTIMO REGIMINIS INEVNTE The legend is thus in three con- 
centric circles; |The liberty and authority of the Evangelic statutes of the 
Holy Roman Empire asserted by the correction of the calendar to the course 
of the sun in the Jubilee and Centennial year 1700, on the seventeenth day 
of February — the month being shown by the sun in the sign Pisces — at the 
beginning of the seventh year of the reign of Frederic, Duke of Saxony. | 
Fridericus on the interior circle of the reverse is in an ornate letter. On 
the field the celestial globe, showing various constellations —the Bears, 
(Major and Minor,) the Ship, etc., with several signs of the zodiac, and the 

sun in the sign Pisces. Size 32. 
This was struck to commemorate the change of the Calendar from Old 

to New Style. 


2. Obov. FIAT SAXONICI SPLENDOR AMORQVE POLI * [May he become the 
glory of the Saxon and the favorite of the Polish realms.| The zodiacal sign 
of the Lion, represented by a springing lion to right, covered with stars and a 
cloud beneath him. 

Rev. FRIDERICVS | AVGVSTVS | DVX SAXONIAE | NATVS ZIZAE | D * XII AVG * A ° 
¢ * IVB * MpcCC | SOLE LEONEM | PERCVRRENTE | MAJORVM | MAXIMORVM | VT No- 
MINA | ITA VIRTVTES | FELICITER | IMITETVR [Frederic Augustus, Duke of Sax- 
ony, born at Zeitz, on the 12th of August, in the Jubilee year of Christ 1700, 
the sun passing through.the sign of the Lion. As he bears the names, so 
may he happily imitate the virtues of his ancestors.] c. w. at bottom for 
Christian Wermuth, engraver. Inscription in thirteen lines across the field, 
of which the first, second, eighth and ninth are in an ornamental script. 
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Edge inscribed PATRE MAVRIT* D‘S* P* A‘ E* N* MATRE MARIA AMALIA } 
MO ELECT * BRAND * [Maurice Wilhe in: Duke of Saxony, Administrator 
P. tutale 4 Administratore Episcopatus of the Bishop of Naumberg, his father, 
nd Maria Amalia, of the Electoral House of Brandenberg, his mother 
20 nearly. 
Struck in honor of the birth of the Prince named. 


3. Obv. IVSTVS AB INTEGRO NVMERORVM NASCITVR ORDO *®~ |The proper 
order of numbers (2. e. of the days) arises from a fresh series.]| The radiant 
sun surrounded by the circle of the zodiac which is inscribed with the symbols 
sf the twelve signs; the several portions enclosing the signs are divided into 
thirds, or ten degrees each; from one of these divisions of the sign of Pisces 
hangs an ornate tablet inscribed mpcc. | pies bigs | sT. CoR. sT. N. | 18 FEBR. 
28 |. 1 MarR. The tablet, it will be seen by inspection, is arranged to read 
helps in double columns; the interpretation thereof is: 1700: The 18th 

lay of February of Old Style becomes the 28th day of February New Style, 
pes the day following, the first of March. 

Rev. ET REDIT IN ORBEM COELI MENSVRA PER ORAS [And the measure in 
the circle of heaven returns through the hours, 2. e. the measure of time is 
corrected to correspond with the vernal equinox.| <A winged figure, flying 
to the right, revolves a starry sphere by means of a ribbon or band which 
surrounds it; the circle bears near its edge the Roman numerals, X, XX, ete. 
to C, which is at the top. Size 24. 

This Medal commemorates the adoption of the New Style, or the correc- 
tion of the Julian to the Gregorian calendar, by the Protestant States of 
Germany, in the year 1700, ten days being omitted in February, from the 
18th to the 28th, as shown on the piece. The legend of the obverse is based 
on the fifth line of the fourth Eclogue of the Bucolics of Virgil, 


‘Magnus ab integro saeclorum nascitur ordo.” 


The device of the reverse recalls the ancient belief that the heave ‘nly 
spheres were each guided and controlled by Angelic powers, and the letter 
C, at the top of the ‘sphere, the hope that the i incoming century might be the 
dawn of the golden age, so beautifully described in the prophe tic Eclogue 
addressed to Pollio, from which the obverse legend is adapted. There were 
other Medals struck about the same time with this, bearing the same legend, 
and referring to the same event, but as they do not display “the celestial signs, 
they need no further mention. 


4. Obv,. SEPTEM IVNGIS TRINVNE TRIONES On the right the Constellation 
of Ursa Major, represented by a bear, moving towards the top of the field; 
an elliptical glory of rays bearing the tetragrammaton behind him, and the 
Constellation of Ursa Minor moving downw ards at the left; both the figures 
show the various stars of these Constellations in their proper places ; the 
Sacred name forms the subject of the verb in the legend, which is therefore 
to be read ‘‘ Thou, oh Triune Lord, unitest the Northern Constellations.” In 
exergue, separated by a line from the field, called by the Germans “ the 
sockel,” PAX SEPTENT | cio1occ. [The Northern Peace, 1700. | 

Rev, ORIENTES DISSIPAT VMBRES [He disperses the rising clouds.]|_ The 
meridian sun pierces through dark clouds which are falling in showers upon a 
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the globe below, which bears a map of the southern part of the 
peninsula and the northern part of Denmark and the adjoining 
ry. The edge is inscribed pax PAX TIBI ET PAX ADIVTORIBVS TVIS. | Peace, 
be unto thee, and to thy helpers.] The verse is from I Chronicles, 
+ oIZe 22. 

lhe historic significance of this Medal is as follows: In the year 1698 
he Princess Hedvig Sophia of Sweden was married to Frederic, the Duke of 
Holstein-Gottorf, who had been made by King Charles the Twelfth of Swe- 
den, commander of his forces in Germany ; this alliance induced that King to 
assist the Duke, (who was then carrying on an unsuccessful war with Den- 
mark,) not only with supplies, but by landing troops on the Danish territory; 
the King of Denmark was in consequence obliged to recall his army from 
the Duchy: the allied forces were enabled to relieve Tonningen, which the 
Danes had besieged; the clouds of war were thus dispersed, and the result 
was a Treaty of Peace, which was signed at Travendahl, on the fourth of 

August; the Northern Constellations denote the Kingdom of Sweden. 


5. Obv. AB AVSTRO AD BOREAM [From South to North, or From Noon 
to Midnight.|| The zodiacal sign of the Fishes (Pisces), with the stars of 
the Constellation in their proper places; the fishes are united by a ribbon; a 
cloud above and below, and the field is covered with stars. 

WILHELM | DVX SAXONIAE | NATVS GOTHAE | HORA NOCTIS XI. MINVT. 

XII, MARTIT MDCCI, | SOLE PISCES PERCVRRENTE | ATAVI IO WILHELMI | HAC 

IM DIE DEFVNCTI | ET RELIQVORVM | SVI NOMINIS  PRINCIPVM | VIRTVTES AC | 
PELICITATEM | ASSEQVATVR | William, Duke of Saxony, born at Gotha, at quar- 
ter past eleven, on the night of the twelfth of March, while the sun was 
passing through the sign Pisces; May he attain to the virtues and happiness 
of his Grandfather, John William, who died on this date, (olim, some time 
since,) and of the other Princes of his name.]_ c. w. for Christian Wermuth, 
near the edge at the bottom. On the edge PATRE FRIDERICO DVCE SAXO- 
GOTHANO, MATRE MAGDALENA AVGVSTA PRINC. ANH. SERVEST | Frederic, Duke of 
Saxe-Gotha, his father; Magdalen Augusta, Princess of Anhalt-Zerbst, his 
mother.| Size 19. 

Struck to commemorate the birth of the Prince named; the obverse legend, 
which is in ornate letters, seems to intimate the period of labor; and is incor- 
rectly described in Saxonta Numismata, 1V, p. 843, as reading AB ORTV AD 
occasvM. ‘The legend of the obverse and the first, second, seventh and ninth 
lines of the inscription on the reverse, are in ornate letters. Wermuth was 
fond of giving an astrological turn to the birth-medals which he engraved. 


6. Obdv. Laureated bust in armor, of Charles V, Emperor of the Ro- 
mans, to left. Legend, mp. CAEs. CAROLVS v AvG. [Charles V, Emperor, etc. ] 

Rev. A mountain surmounted by a fortress; the sea in the distance ; 
above is the radiant sun in the zodiacal circle; the signs shown are not 
arranged in regular order, but appear to be Scorpio, Libra and Pisces. 
Legend, NoNDvM IN AvGE. | Not yet in apogee.| The significance being that 
the Emperor had not yet reached the summit of his glory. This is said to 
have been struck in 1544, near the close of the war between the Emperor 
and France. There is another medal with a similar reverse, but without 
astronomical signs. We have been unable to learn what castle is represented. 
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Charles V was the father of Philip who married Mary of England, and is 
best remembered by his singular conduct towards the close of his life, when 
he abdicated the crown, in 1556, retaining only his title, and retired to a 
monastery in Spain, where about a month before his death, which took place 
in September, 1558, he celebrated his own obsequies in the Chapel of St. 
lust, in Estremadura. 


7. Ov. Laureated and armored bust of Rudolph II, facing. Legend, 
RVDOLPHVS * II * ROM * IMP * REX * HV * BO* [| Rudolph II, Emperor of f the Ro- 
mans, King of Hungary and Bohemia. | 

Rev. The f figure Capricorn to right, at the base of a ring which st: and . 
erect and sidewise to the field; at the top, also within the ring, is an eagle, 
flying to the left, two stars in line with his beak, and a crown above to right 
Legend, FVLGET CAEs ‘ AsTRVM [The star of Caesar is shining. | 

8. Odv. Similar to the preceding. 

ev. Capricorn to left, over a globe; an eagle flying above. Legend, 

\DVNT SOLIDA vi. [They advance with compacted force. | 
These two medals are said, with how much correctness we cannot tell, as 
they have no date, to have reference to the same event, the death of the 
Emperor Rudolph II, which occurred in 1612. The soaring eagle typifies his 
ascending spirit. The reverse is what gives its interest here; the zodiacal 
sign of Capricorn has an astrological meaning ; it was said to show that those 
born under its influence would attain the greatest happiness; by the Plato- 
nists its place in the circle of the zodiac was “called « the gate of the gods,” as 
if the souls of men, when released from the body, returned through that as a 
portal into heaven whence they came, and there became partakers of the 
divine nature. The success of Rudolph, who had by main force recovered 
the castle of Strigonium from the Turks, is alluded to by the legend of the 
second reverse, and the “ Fuldium Sidus” by that of the first. 

9. Obv. V * SATURNI* SATELLITES PRIMUM COGNITI * [Five satellites of Sat- 
urn first known.] The planet Saturn and his ring, with thirteen projecting 
points; the planet is surrounded by five circles, of which the innermost is 
near the ends of the points; the next outer touches the ends of the points; 
these two circles are simply lines ; outside of them are three more concentric 
circles, the outer two composed of eighty small balls and the third of ninety ; 
the third and fifth are arranged with nine small balls and every tenth one a 
anger ball; the fourth is similarly arranged, but in groups of five balls; from 

the alternate large balls of the third circle lines are drawn forming a nine- 
pointed star; the points are numbered from 1 to 9, following the course of 
the line which outlines the star; the larger balls of the fourth circles are 
numbered from 1 to 16, and those of the outer circle from 10 to 80; where 
the left horizontal ray of the planet touches the inner circle is a small star; a 
second appears on the opposite side, near the edge of the second circle; a 
third on the third circle on a line with the first ; a fourth opposite, on the right, 
and a fifth on the outer circle again at the left, at 80, in line with the others ; 
these represent the five satellites of Saturn, to commemorate the discovery of 
which this medal was struck. In exergue, M * DC * LXXXVI ° 

I have not found a description of the reverse, which was very probably 
the bust of Louis XIV. Neither metal or size is given with the engraving 
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from which this is described. It is difficult to explain this medal in accord- 
ance with exact historical facts; the date, as will be seen, is 1686; one satel- 
lite (that now known as the “ sixth”) was discovered by Huyghens, in 1655 ; 
four others were found (making five), between 1671 and 1684; so that the 
five were xof “ first known in 1686,” but two years earlier, when Giovanni Do- 
menico Cassini, the Astronomer Royal at Paris, who discovered the four, first 
announced their existence. As this was struck by order of the French King, 
to commemorate the achievement of his own astronomer, we conjecture that 
Louis himself may have visited the Observatory, and seen them, and that 
this medal commemorates that event, rather than the actual discovery. 


PRESIDENT ANDREW JACKSON’S COLLECTION OF COINS. 


used 


be of interest to your readers to learn that so distinguished a personage 
on, the hero of New Orleans, and President of the United States, 
‘f coins and medals and other curios. The series of relics and sou- 
d from many sources, during the life of General Jackson, and preserved 
gc, his historic home near Nashville, Tennessee, embraced a large num- 
yf objects of antiquarian and historical interest. 

He and his family must have had a fondness for these things, if we may judge 
from their number and the judicious care with which they were preserved. 

The extensive general collection at the old homestead is a veritable museum. 
Chere are many rare pieces of antique furniture, some of them the gifts of distinguished 
friends ; a series of oil portraits of historic interest, sets of delicate old china, a collec- 
tion of rare books and engravings, and of swords, pistols, and weapons, of ancient 

| modern Indian pipes and implements, and bric-a-brac of many varieties. 
rhe carriage in which the General formerly rode in state is made entirely of wood 
iron taken from the old frigate Constitution, and is, perhaps, the quaintest object 
of the kind now in existence in this country. It has been proposed to exhibit it at the 
Columbian Exposition at Chicago, in the department of transportation, to show how 
public dignitaries travelled in the earlier days of the Republic. 


i 


] 
| 


President Washington was one of the richest men of America in his day, an old 
time millionaire in fact, but I doubt whether the original Washington relics, stored at 
Mount Vernon, were more numerous or of greater interest than the Jackson relics at 
the Hermitage in Tennessee. But to return to the coins and medals. The most valu- 
able and most beautiful piece in the original collection, was the large gold medal voted 
to General Jackson by the Congress of the United States, in honor of his victory at 
New Orleans. Years ago this interesting medal was purchased by a prominent coin 
collector in New York City, and it is now in one of the large collections there. 

The writer obtained for his collection a number of coins and medals that origin- 
ally belonged to the Jackson cabinet. Among them was the “ Erie canal medal” in 
gold. It is considerably larger than a silver dollar, and is a beautiful specimen of the 
engraver’s art. We learn that but four of these gold medals were struck. They were 
issued in 1826 by authority of the City of New York, in honor of the completion of the 
Erie Canal connecting the great lakes with the Atlantic ocean, and in 1827, some years 
before Jackson’s election to the Presidency, this medal was presented to him by the 
City of New York, or by his friends there. The original elegant red leather case, lined 
with blue velvet and lettered with his name in gold and the date, is still preserved with 
the medal. General Jackson presented this interesting piece to the daughter of his 
adopted son, Mrs. John Lawrence. The general was quite partial to the democracy 
of the State of New York, and he was a great favorite with his party there. His 
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biographer, Parton, says, he liked the “strict military way in which the party was 
coverned in that State.” ‘I am no politician,” Jackson once remarked to a young New 
Yorker, “ but if I were a politician I would be a New York politician.” The General 
evidently did not object to the “machine system” of politics as it existed in his day. 

Among the other coins I obtained from the Jackson collection, were two beautiful 
flying eagle dollars of the year 1836, with the mint lustre still untarnished, showing 
the care with which they had been preserved. According to the label, in the hand- 
writing of Mrs. Jackson, one had been presented by Mr. Patterson of the Mint, as “one 
of the first dollars stamped.’’ The other was presented by Martin Van Buren toa 

ember of the Jackson family, as shown by its label. But one thousand of these fly- 
eagle dollars were coined, so they are now very rare. I also obtained from the 
me collection, the rare silver piece known as the “ Washington half dollar.” The 
st of Washington is represented in profile in Continental uniform, and the inscription 
upon the legend is “ G. Washington President I. 1792.” 
- T have alsoa well preserved Aureus of the Roman Emperor Nerva (A. D. 37-08.), 
id a remarkably beautiful bronze Sestertius of Julius Cesar, both from the Jackson 
llection. The latter is stamped with a portrait of the Emperor, and with the name 
“C, Cesar Dictator.”” On the reverse, within a wreath, are the well known words, 
“Veni, Vidi, Vici.” The history of this coin has not been preserved ; but it is 
bly of comparatively recent origin. In artistic execution it excels all other types of 
Roman coins in my collection. It has an ancient appearance, but is strongly sugges 
tive of those accomplished Italian engravers who flourished three or four centuries ago 
in Padua and other cities, and who so successfully forged and reproduced a great vari- 
ety of antique coins. They did not hesitate to invent many new and original devices 
ind inscriptions. This may be one of their masterpieces, as I know of no similar 
genuine coin, or design. There are still a number of fine medals and coins in the 
collection at the Hermitage, but enough has been written to indicate that President 
Jackson must have highly appreciated these interesting memorials, and must have 
been in some measure at least a collector of coins and medals. 

The State of Tennessee has placed the historic home of General Jackson under 
the charge of a society of patriotic ladies of Tennessee, The Ladies’ Hermitage 
Association. They are endeavoring to raise the funds necessary to purchase from the 
Jackson family, for the benefit of the State and the public, the large and interesting 
collection of portraits, memorials, curios and relics so long preserved in the old home- 
stead, and to keep them there permanently upon exhibition. It is to be hoped that 
they may succeed, and that the Hermitage and its treasures, like Washington’s house 
and relics at Mount Vernon, may be preserved for the benefit of the present and future 
generations. G. P. THRUSTON. 

NASHVILLE, TENN., August, 1892. 


T 
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SOUVENIR CENTENNIAL COIN. 


A CORRESPONDENT of the Washington Post makes the following suggestion, which is cer- 
tainly worthy of consideration of the Mint authorities. 


The coming year, 1893, will be prolific in interesting national events. In addition 
to the inauguration of President ————- and the World’s Fair, another event not gen- 
erally remembered or known, should receive publicity — the first national coins bearing 
the words “ Liberty’’ and “United States of America,” dated “1793,” were (under 
the act of April 22, 1792,) coined and issued from the old Philadelphia Mint, being the 
large copper Cents and Half Cents, now rarely seen, except by collectors or in the 
auction room, and highly prized. 

Would it not be fitting to commemorate this important centennial event by the 
issue, under authority of Congress, of a souvenir Medal or Coin; or why not utilize 
the design for the World’s Fair Half Dollar, a difference of opinion prevailing as to 
the true features and likeness of Columbus ? B. H. Cottiys. 
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THE MEDALS, JETONS, AND TOKENS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE 
SCIENCE OF MEDICINE. 
SY DR. HORATIO R. STORER, NEWPORT, R. I. 
Continued from Vol. XXVI, 4 


I have again to enter medals belonging to divisions already covered, that have 
come to my knowledge since the last number of the Journal. 


I. CANADA. 
F.3. Pharmacist 


C. E. A. Langlois, Toronto. St. Leon Mineral Spring. 

472. Similar to No. 70, save in field of obverse a maple leaf instead of a crown. 
Brass. 12. 18mm. Edges beaded. 

I have rubbings of this from Prof. S. Oettinger of New York 


IV. SOUTH AMERICA. 
1. BRAZIL. 
C. Medical Events. 


Through the kindness of Mr. Julius Meili of Zurich, who has sent me impres- 
sions in sheet copper, I am now able to complete the description of a medal previously 
mentioned. ! 

(281.) Odverse. Head of Dom Pedro II, to left. Inscription: DoM PEDRO SE- 
CUNDO IMPERADOR DO BRAZIL Exergue: a star. 

Reverse. Two circles, with space between. Inscription: QUE, POR SUA PRO- 
FUNDA SCIENCIA, RESTITUTO AO BRAZIL 0 IDOLATRADO MONARCHA ¢ | BRAZILEIROS 
RECONNECIDOS | « 1888 » Within field, struck, not engraved: Ao | PROFESSOR 
MOTTA MAIA (of Rio de Janeiro) | the staff of Aesculapius, horizontally to right. 

Gold. 33. 53mm. 


Three others of the kind were also conferred. As the names of the recipients 
were struck and not engraved, they must be separately numbered. 

473. As preceding, but within field of the reverse, above the emblem: Ao | PRo- 
FESSOR | GIOVANNI (of Rio de Janeiro.) 

474. As the last, but Ao | PROFESSOR | (Jean Martin) cHarcort (of Paris.) 

475. As the last, but Ao | PROFESSOR | (Mariano) | SEMMOLA (of Naples.) 

I have impressions of these medals from Mr. Meili; they might additionally have 
been classified under A. Personal Medals. 


V. THE UNITED STATES. 
A. Personal Medals. 


Dr. B. F. Stephenson, Major and Surgeon 14th Illinois Regt. 

476. Odbdverse. Bust, facing. Inscription: DR. B. F. STEPHENSON FOUNDER OF 
THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 

Reverse. The five-pointed star of the Grand Army. Between upper points: 
FRATERNITY—CHARITY—LOYALTY Between the lower ones: twigs of laurel. Inscrip- 
tion : 25™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE G. A. R. | DECATUR, ILL. APRIL 6. 1891. 

White metal. 23. 37mm. Edges milled. By Wm. H. Warner and Brother of 
Philadelphia. 


In my collection. 
1 The Journal, January, 1892. 
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Dr. Joseph Warren (1741-1775), of Boston, Major-General Continental Army. 

I have previously! referred to seven medals of Dr. Warren, which I had else- 
where described,? and several of which I own. There are two others, which should 
be added. 

477. Obverse. The death of Warren. Above: BUNKER HILL Below: 17 JUNE. 
1775. MITCHELL FT 

Reverse. The monument, with cannon, flags, etc., at base; an eagle hovering 
ibove. Inscription: HARRISON JUBILEE, BUNKER HILL, SEPT. 10, 1840. 

White metal. 27. 43mm. 

Haseltine, Seventieth Cat. (Crosby Collection), 27-29 June, 1883, No 7 

478. Obverse. Within circle, the Arms and motto of Massachusetts. Inscrip- 
tion: MASSACHUSETTS | thirteen stars. 

Reverse. Inscription: 1507 ANNIVERSARY OF WARREN | ¢ « « and within laurel 
wreath tied by ribbon: HELD | .*. | sep 7™ | —- | 1891 

White metal. 22. 34mm. Edges milled. By W. H. Warner & Bro., of Phila. 

In my collection. 





Macy, R. H. & Co. New York. 488. Copper. 13. 
479. Copper, brass. 18. Ibid., No. 1§31 ; Cotn Collectors’ Jour., 
Coin Collectors’ Jour., X, 1885, p. 103, VII, 1882, p. 4, No. 1. 


No. 177; Storer, doc, cit., No, 208. Mott & Brother. Hillsdale, Mich 
Malley, Edward. 489. Copper. 13. 

480. Vulcanite. Weyl, Joc. cit., No. 2504; Coin Collec- 
Mercer, /oc. citt., 1884, p. 43; Storer, tors’ Jour., VII, 1882, p. 156, No. 15 
loc. cit., No. 209. In my collection. 


March, C. G. Goshen, Ind. 490. Obdv. as preceding. Rev. An eagle. 
481. Copper. 12. A. GLEASON MANUF’R HILLSDALE Cop- 

Coin Collectors’ Jour., VII, 1882, p. 61, per. 13. 

No. 8. Communicated to me by Mr. Groh. 


McCaw & Richey. Oxford, Ohio. Nash, G. W. Brownsburg, Ind. 

482. Copper. 13. 491. Copper, brass. 13. 
Weyl, oc. cit., No. 4749; Coin Collec- Weyl, oc. cit., Nos. 1666-7 ; Coin Col- 
tors’ Jour., VIII, 1883, p. 133, No.2. | Jectors’ Four., VII, 1882, p. 42. 


483. Copper. 13. Needles, C. H. Philadelphia, Pa. ? 
Weyl, Joc. cit, No. 4750; Coin Col-|492. Tin. It. 
lectors Four, VIII, 1883, p. 133, Mercer, /oc. cit., 1881, p. §7, No. 100; 
No. 1. Cogan, /oc. cit, No. 266; Storer, Joc. 
|  ctt., No. 210. 
Pg 3 es WE a a In the Wright Collection and my own. 
Weyl, oc. cit., No. 4856; Coin Collec-| Nill, Geo. C. Ligonier, Ind. 
tors Jour., VIII, 1883, p. 149, No. 2. | 493. Copper, brass. 13. 
In my collection. Weyl, /oc. cit., Nos. 1812-13 ; Coin Col- 
485. Copper. 13. lectors’ Jour., ¥en 1882, p. 69, No. 9. 
Weyl, doc. cit., No. 4857. 494. Obv. as preceding. Rev. Eagle flying 


to left, with twelve stars. 1863. Cop- 
486. As preceding, but rev. Indian head, | per. 13. 


with fourteen stars, 1863. Copper. 13. In my collection. 
Communicated to me by Mr. Groh. ulin  Seatiie 1 


Moore, W. Chemung, III. 495. Brass. 14. 
487. Copper. 13. Weyl, Zoc. ctt., No. 1618. 
Ibid., No. 1§30. In the Wright Collection and my own. 


1 The Journal, July, 1891. 2 The Sanitarian, Feb., 1890, Nos. 1252-8. 
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Patterson, C. S 
496. Copper. 13. 
[bid., No. 25943; Cotn C 
VII. 1882, p. 175. 
In the Wright Collection and my own. 


Tecumseh, Mich. 


ll ctors Jour., 


pper E <, 
VI 

; a 
as preceding. NEV. 
UNION | 186 
]] ) 


4: 


tion. 


Liberty head 
3. 

-O1LEC 
J. N 


MMe? 
PE 


y ff, T oJ 
» v 7, No. 3: 


Kokomo, Ind. 


Storer, 


} . Ci 272 Collec- 


Peck, X Co. 
Copper, bri I 3. 

Weyl, doc. cit., No. 2614; Coin Collec- 

tors’ J VII, 1882, p. 183, No. 1. 


Ironton, Mo. 
SOl SS. 


vs jour., 


502. Nickel. ee 


lbid., p. 183, No. 13. 


Baraboo, Wis. 
Nickel, bronze. 13. | 
Weyl, doc. cit., Nos. 5301-02; Coin Col-| 
lectors’ Jour., VIII, 1883, p. 190, No. 1 
In the Wright Collection and my own. 


Peck & Orvis. 
503. 


"| 
: 


504. Copper, nickel, bronze, brass, Ger 
man silver, tin. 13. 
Wey], loc. cit., Nos. 5303-07; Coin Col- 
lectors’ Jour., VIII, 1883, p. 190, No. 


9 


“. 


505. Copper. 


[bid., p. 190, No. 3. 


506. Copper. 


bid., p. 190, No. 4. 


507. Copper. 
Obv. as preceding. Rev.a wreath. FREE- 
DOM. 
Communicated to me by Mr. Groh. 


Peter, R. & J. T. Clarkston, Mich. 
508. Copper, brass, tin. 13. 

Weyl, oc. cit., Nos. 2157-9; Coin Col- 

lectors’ Jour., VII, 1882, p. 108, No. 8. 

In my collection. 
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509. Nickel. 
lbid., p. 108, No. 4. 
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Phelps. J. W. & Co. Mason, Mich. 
510. Copper, brass. 13. 
Weyl, oc. cit., Nos. 2563-5; Coin Col- 
lectors’ Jour, VII, 1882, p. 173, No. 1. 
A variety of this has been communi- 
cated to me by Mr. Groh. 


§t1. Nickel. 
lbid., p. 173, No. 2. 


Toledo, Ohio. 
13. 
Nos. 4837-8 ; 
VIII, 1883, p. 


Plessner & Son. 

12. Copper, brass, 
Weyl, oc. cit, 
lectors’ Jour., 
6. 


Coin Col- 
147, No. 


513. Odv.as last. Rev. Spread eagle. 1863. 
Copper. 13. 
Communicated to me by Mr. Groh. 


Polhemus, J. L. 
514. Silver. 
Weyl, Zoe. 


Pottenger, D. R. 

15. Copper. 12. 
lbid., No. 1886; Cotn Collectors’ Jour., 
VII, 1882, p. 86, No. 2. 


. Sacramento, Cal. 
92 
<3: 

YY T 
cit., No. 1447. 


& Co. Warsaw, Ind. 


Powers, E. K. Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Copper. 13. 

Weyl, /oc. cit., No. 2490; Cotn Collec- 
tors’ Jour., VII, 1882, p. 155; Storer, 
loc. cit, No. 212. 


Preissler, H. Louisville, Ky. 
517. Silver, copper, brass, nickel, tin. 12. 
Rare. 
Weyl, Zoc. ctt., No. 1930; Storer, Joc.cit., 
No. 213. 
In my collection. 


Prescott. New York. 
518. German silver. II. 

Neumann, No. 21808; Cogan, Joc. cit., 
No. 287; Mercer, Joc. cit., 1881, p. 57, 
No. 104; Bushnell, /oc. cit., N. Y. To- 
kens, No. 85; Cotx Collectors’ Jour., X, 
1885, p. 135, No. 222; Storer, oc. cit, 
No, 214. 

In my collection. 


Preston & Merrill. Boston, Mass. 

519. Odv. Eagle with shield, branch and 
three arrows ; its head surrounded by 
sixteen stars. PRESTON & MERRILL’S | 
BEST LIP SALVE. Rev. plain. 

Edge of obverse beaded. In box form. 
Copper. 12. 
In my collection. 
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Rahter, F. Philadelphia, Pa. Reed & Fursman. Peoria, Ill. 

520. Shell ($20). 22. | 522. Obdv., REED & FURSMAN | DRUGGISTS 
Mercer, Joc, ctt., 1884, p. 52. | COR. MAIN & ADAMS STS. | PEORIA 
Randall & Co. Baltimore, Md. ILLS | CITY DRUG STORE. ev. DEAL- 

s21. Silver. 10. ERS IN | PURE DRUGS (etc.) Vulcanite. 
Cogan, doc. cit., No. 290; Storer, /oc.| 20. 
cit., No. 215. In the Wright Collection. 
In the Fisher Collection and my own. 


{To be continued 


THE EARLY DAYS OF THE MINT. 


[SIXTH PAPER. | 


In a report to the House of Representatives, made February 9, 1795, by Mr. Elias Bou- 
dinot, of the Committee to examine and report on the state of the Mint, (afterwards Director 
of the Mint,) the original buildings and apparatus are thus described: — 


The houses are built on three lots of ground, in Seventh street, between Market 
ind Arch streets, the fee simple of which is vested in the United States, and one in 
the Northern Liberties, taken by the Director, on a lease for five years, at the trifling 
rent of five shillings per annum. 

The works consist of two rolling machines, one for hot and the other for cold 
metal, worked by four horses, and require five hands constantly to attend them, while 
in operation. There is a third, nearly completed, to be appropriated to the smaller 
coinage. A drawing machine for the purpose of equalizing the strips for cutting the 
planchettes, and are worked by the same hands as are last mentioned. Three cutting 
presses for the planchettes of larger and smaller coins, which are worked by one man 
each. A milling machine, which is intended to be worked by the horse mill, but at 
present requires one hand. Three coining presses, with the improvement for supply- 
ing and discharging themselves by machinery. Six hands will attend three, if in one 
room. A fourth, for dollars and medals, in particular, will be finished in about three 
months. Two turning lathes for dies, and a boring machine for making holes in the 
large frames, screws for presses, stakes, rollers, and an infinite variety of instruments 
and tools, necessary to carry on the coinage. There are besides three annealing and 
one boiling furnace, with two forges, the assay, melting, and refining furnaces. 

The net produce of these works, from the establishment of the Mint to this time, 
consists of one million and eighty-seven thousand five hundred cents, paid into the 
Treasury of the United States, equal to ten thousand eight hundred and seventy-five 
dollars ; in silver coins delivered, thirty-five thousand one hundred and sixty-five dollars. 
The future produce, it is said, will be about two hundred thousand cents per month. 
The treasurer has received, in gross silver bullion, from depositors, one hundred and 
sixteen thousand seven hundred and eighty-three ounces thirteen pennyweights, con- 
taining alloy, below the standard of the United States, of twenty-four thousand five 
hundred and eighty-seven ounces, seven pennyweights. 

Your committee have made a strict inquiry into the causes why the product has 
not been greater in so long a time as two years and a half from its institution, and find 
that, in general, the difficulties attending all establishments, that are, in their forma- 
tion and operation, new and uncommon, and which, therefore, require experiments to 
be made in every step of their progress, have attended this institution. No works of 
this kind, requiring equal force and equal precision, ever having been made in this 
country, workmen, those expected to be obtained from Europe, by some means having 
failed in the different branches, were hard to be got, and many, when engaged, were 
not masters of their business; the materials were difficult to be obtained, and often 
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proved insufficient for the force required — even bar iron, from the large size required, 
as well as the castings, caused great delay before they could be had; oftentimes, when 
the machinery was finished and set to work, it gave way, and all was to be done over 
again. All the tools, necessa ry to make the machines, were first to be made them- 
selves. Not only the whole machinery, in all its parts, but all the tools necessary for 
their formation have been executed at the Mint. This could not be effected by an 
union of all the proper artisans, each a complete workman in his own department, but, 
from necessity, we is confined to the principal officer of the coining department, who 
ld only proceed from theoretic principles, with the assistance of such workmen as 
ld be procured, to whom most of the machines, however common in Europe, were 
ly new. Add to this, that mere theoretic knowledge has produced greater com- 
ity in the system and, of course, greater delay and expense than full practical 
ledge would have found necessary. 

The mints in E urope have been gradual in their snprONeENENEN, and have been of 
many years’ standing. This has had every difficulty to struggle with and was to be 
brought to perfec tion at once, lest our coins should not bear a “comparison with those 
of other nations. Those ] atel y executed are superior to any made in Europe. 

[he buildings were a ek be cot npleted before the works could be begun. The 
lots on which the same are bu , from a principle of economy, were so restricted in 
size, that they are now found i. ‘be much too small, and so insufficient as greatly to 
hinder the several operations and delay the business. It was also a considerable time 
before an engraver could be engaged, during which the chief coiner was obliged to 
make the dies for himself, and yet the dies are subject to frequent failures by breaking. 
Great delays have also taken place for want of a refiner and melter, provision for such 
an office having been wholly omitted in the law instituting the Mint, by which the 
present stock of copper remains useless and unproductive. 

Your committee have been convinced by these facts, as well as from actual obser- 
vation, that there are substantial reasons exculpatory of the officers of the Mint, for 
the delay attending this undertaking: but — are happy in observing that most of 
these difficulties are now surmounted, and the future product of the coinage must be 
very considerable 


PAPER MONEY AND CONTAGIOUS DISEASE. 


TuHE following newspaper cutting which has been sent us, has a somewhat satirical turn, 
but the suggestion of Dr. Darlington as to the cancellation of dirty bills is certainly a most 
excellent one. ‘There is far more danger from them than is generally known. — Eps. 


Tue banks have much to be responsible for, without burdening themselves with 
those evils for which certain hysterical reformers strive to make them answerable. Dr. 
Darlington is one of the latest of such people to allow his high-strung temperament 
to get the better of his common sense. If this individual is to be taken seriously, 
the banks are not only the sources of profound economic evils, but centres of various 
plagues besides. It has been held that paper money is a fruitful vehicle for communi- 
cating infectious diseases. We suppose that this is capable of demonstration. But 
the danger of infection from this cause is so barely appreciable that no general alarm 
will be felt even after the nervousness of Dr. Darlington. He has published an article 
from which we take the following :— 


‘‘ How careful we are if a contagious disease gets into a house, to see that it is not carried 
to other houses, and yet one of the most potent means of carrying disease —the handling of 
money — is passed by daily, unnoticed. In the June number of a medical journal published in 
Havana are the results of an analysis of bank notes by two Cuban physicians. They found 
that notes that had been in use for some time not only increased in weight from an accumula- 
tion of foreign material, but contained, in addition, large numbers of microbes. In two notes 
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hey calculated there were 19,147 microbes. Nine different kinds were found. Among others 
e those of diphtheria and consumption, two of our most fatal and dr 
[he present bank note circulation in the United States is about $1,000,000,000. Of this $300,- 

oo consists of one, two, and five dollar bills. What a medium for the spread of infection ! 





€a le d d seases. 











jority of men who handle money keep constantly in mind the fact that it is 

ver put their fingers in the mouth but moisten them with a sponge instead. I can recall 
bank tellers who have died from tuberculosis, presumably caught from carelessness in 

¢ money. Two have come under my personal observation. The United States Govern- 

hould pass laws calling in very old notes, and some method should be devised disin ) 
rest in circulation, possibly its daily disinfection by the banks. No doubt the Govern 

will take cognizance of the matter when its importance has been demonstrated Ch st q 






| be trifling compared with the probable bene 







NEW COLUMBUS MEDALS. 


[He celebration of the Four Hundredth Anniversary of the Discovery of America has 





ked a large number of commemorative Medals. As might be expected, some of them are 


1 





1 


ry moderate claims to excellence, having been struck for sale on the streets, or to be worn 





» numerous processions which paraded the streets of nearly every large city in the country 





Of these, some bear the bust of Columbus and a view of one or more of the Columbian Expo- 





ion buildings ; others have a view of the landing; and others still, of the little fleet crossings 





ocean. Two alone seem to demand special notice; one of these is that known as the 
Milan Medal, the dies of which were cut by Pogliaghi, and the design by another Italian artist, 


Carpuccio, Of this we give an engraving in the present number. ‘The other was that struck 






} 
} 
I 






by the Gorham Company, of New York, of which we hope to give an engraving in our next. 


— 






The appearance of the latter was delayed, owing to an accident to the model, which was the ‘ 





work of Mr. Charles F. Naegele, but its artistic merit is infinitely superior to any other Amer- me 





ican Medal yet produced. 





From among the various criticisms which have appeared on the two Medals, we print the 


following, from the ew York Zimes, though we do not entirely agree with the writer in all 





his 







conclusions. 









DELAY in issuing the Medals expressly designed for Columbus week in New 
York is explained by the breaking of the original in clay, which will necessitate a 
remodeling of the work. It is proposed, as before, to cast [?] the medals in gold, silver, 
bronze, and white metal, the bronze to cost but $1, and the white metal 25 cents. It 
will take about a month to repair damages and strike the Medals. 

The medal is about two inches in diameter, with a bust likeness of Columbus on 
one side and an inscription on the other. It is designed by Mr. Charles F. Naegele, 
copyrighted, and struck by the Gorham Manufacturing Company. The obverse shows, 
by a series of waving and curling lines and by dolphins or other sea monsters, that the 
ocean is meant; on this ocean, with topmasts pointing inward to the centre of the 
field, are three caravels. In the centre, between the masts of these three little ships, 
is a coin bearing a nearly full-face bust of a youth and the inscription “Christopher 
Columbus.” He wears a soft cap, with flaps for the ears turned up. The reverse has 
at the top the Spanish coat of arms, unsupported, and that of the United States at the 
bottom, with the dates October 12, 1492, and October 12, 1892, in Roman letters and 
numerals. The general field is occupied with this inscription: “To Commemorate 
the Four Hundredth Anniversary of the Discovery of America by Christopher Colum- 
bus. By Authority of the Committee of One Hundred Citizens of New York.” 

Were this the only Columbus Medal-in the world, it might pass, owing to the 
novelty of the attempt, but there have been so many struck, that Mr. Naegele’s design 
at once enters into rivalry with recent and older pieces. To mention but one recent 
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re i Medal, about three inches in diameter, which has been 
lesigned and struck for this celebration, and, indeed, with an eye to New 
design was done by L. Carpuccio and the modeling by another Italian of 
‘ly nude Indian Princess reaches to clasp hands over a bas 
goddess symbolical of the Western arts and sciences, 

oined hands, the American eagle is below the bas 
iscoverer runs the inscription “Cristoforo Colombo.” 
tobacco leaves behind her head, and at her feet an 
the latter she is treading to death. The draped figure has 

hind her head, and near her feet the symbols of architecture, sculp- 

The reverse is a lively design with many figures. On the margin 

rious American nations, and in the background an ideal country in 

can be distinguished near by, and, against the rising sun, 

Washington. In the foreground is an Indian cacique, 

x on his spear; behind him two Indians, a squaw and a papoose. The group 
up at the female winged-Genius of Progress, yng and with a star above 
who sweeps along supported and followed by four Cupids. One carries a 
r a cornucopia, a third the winged and snaky staff of Mercury, the fourth 

-of her arms. It is a vision vouchsafed to the cacique, who stares at 


) Me ‘dals the larger from Milan is much the more workmanlike. The 

Indians and female symbolical figures is extremely clever, and the 

excellent, Where it fails —as Medal —is in its too great realism. The 

it were, pictures done in pretty high relief. The bust of Columbus 

ved, firm face, somewhat like the portrait at Como, said to have come 

us collection of portraits of great men of Columbus’s day, made by Paulus 

But it is firmer in jaw, more intellectual and manly. Many of the figures on 

he reverse are beautiful, and the pose of the Indian Princess on the obverse is fine. 

Altogether, the work represents the better class of modern Italian sculpture, which is 

remarkable for its technical cleverness and beauty in details, but is neither original 
nor strong 

Mr. Naegele’s conventional ocean, with a coin bearing Columbus’s bust, is decid- 

weak in technique, and cannot be considered successful as a composition. Some- 

that centre will not connect with the ocean. And the ships, the waves, and 
es, though good enough by themselves, seem out of place. The reverse is better, 
iuse extreme simplicity reigns there, and the relative size of the letters for differ- 
t parts of the inscription, as well as the adjustment of the lines to the round field, 
eh been nicely solved. The face of Columbus is absolutely expressionless, and 
neither looks like a portrait nor sums up any of the characteristics of the man in an 
ideal presentment. Indeed this, which of course should be the strong point of the 
coin, is one of the weakest. Mr. Naegele has striven not to fall into the pit which the 
Milanese artists digged for themselves along the high road of realism. He has tried 
to conventionalize without losing all beauty, even as the designers of many old coins 
of Greece did. But he just fails to strike the mark. If it is still possible, a further 
postponement of the Medal for one or two months would be a good théng, for in that 
time the artist may see his way to a better design—one which has the appearance of 
consistency, and the look of belonging to the distinct department occupied by Medals 
and coins. 

Among the finest Columbus Medals is one in a great series edited (1819) in 
France by Durand, the Series Numismatica Universalis Virorum Illustrium as the 
reverse informs us. The bust of Columbus on the obverse is neither decorated nor 
tormented by genius, Indian, or Cupid ; it is a beautiful piece of modeling by Petit, 
showing the bust in profile of a man of forty, with short curling hair, beardless face, 
double chin, and a strong, thoughtful face of a Germanic or Northern French type. 
Still finer as a piece of work is a “similar Medal modeled in Rome about 1830 or there- 
about by Nicolo Cerbara, a Papal die-sinker. It has a Latin inscription setting forth 
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1 new portion of the globe had been added to the old, and both cor 
| together. This inscription lies within a wreath, and at the bottom 
little classic galley with one sail set and no oars, very much conventional 


‘lightful as a dolphin on a coin of Syracuse. The Columbus, in 


ynng-nosed, able, but rather crafty-look person, whose feature 
oht ‘ap, a lereas on the French 
stophorus Colomb, on the Italian he 1 hristophorus Colom! 
, the new Milanese Medal calls him in the modern way Cristofor 
wn Medal has him plain Christopher Columbus. It may | 
ses is he called Colon 
s ne Lilea lO} 


MASONIC MEDALS. 
( nued from V XXVII, 


BEFORE continuing the descriptions of Masonic Medals, I have to say 
ible and very interesting letter from Bro. Fred. J. W. Crowe, in 1 


in Masonics, and some of the conjectured readings, which were 
s, in the April and July numbers of the Yourna/. Bro. Crowe, wh ld 
rovincial Grand Organist (Devon), has given, as may readily be seen from his « 
the Hungarian Masonics (which, as I stated, formed the basis of my own), much 
s branch of the series, so little known to collectors; I am unaware of the ey 
le Hungarian Masonic in any American collection, and the most complete contril 


o 
5ie 


to our knowledge of them, which I have seen, was his interesting article in the Christmas 
Freemason of 1891. In his interpretations he had the valuable assistance of Bro. Malezovich, 
an officer of the Grand Lodge of Hungary, whose renderings must be taken as authoritative ; 
though it is proper to say that the changes which I proposed in my own readings were from 
excellent Hungarian authority, although not from a member of the Masonic Order. Before 
leaving this part of the subject, I may add that much information concerning the Hungarian 
Lodges is to be found in the articles by Bro. Lad de Malczovich, in the recent number of 
“Transactions of the Lodge Quatuor Coronati.” Bro. Crowe explains his omission to mention 
our descriptions of Hungarian Masonics, by his not having seen the Yourna/, but only some 
sheets of the reprinted pages, which are to form a Supplement to “ The Medals of the Masonic 
Fraternity.” 

He informs me that having carefully re-examined the originals, he finds that on 
DCCCLXXxX, the word for Orient, which I thought should be KELETEN (as on others) is 
clearly KELETBEN, and the B should zo¢ be omitted; HAZABAN is also distinctly one word, as 
he gave it. On DCCCLXXXI, Bro. Crowe remarks that he is “ not a botanist, and thinks it 
very possible that the wreath is olive instead of laurel;” on this point it may be well to say 
that the differences which distinguish olive and laurel on many Masonics, are so slight that I 
doubt if the most expert botanist could be certain in every case ; a conventional type ad ypted 
by one die-cutter to denote laurel, or olive, or even acacia, is so different from that used by 
others for the same plant, that the collector frequently can only determine which is really meant, 
by the exercise of a privilege thought to be peculiar to New Englanders, and gwess at it. 1 am 
by no means sure that Bro. Crowe’s theory may not be better than my own, and offered my 


opinion only. I mentioned in a note on this number that I thought there shoul > no space 


} 


after the word Hu, although given in the text, following Bro. Crowe’s description; his letter in- 
rms me that the space is there, and Bro. Hughan confirms this from an impression in his 
lection. 

In reference to DCCCLXXXIV he confirms my theory that the date is January, as sug- 
gested in the note, instead of November, as given in the text with query. The reverse is 
entirely blank, and the piece was struck. The Lodge is not a revival of an older Lodge, and 
its title is “ Hungaria,” which appears not only on the Medal, as mentioned, but is also on the 
bar to which it is suspended, as I learn from Bro. Crowe. 

Of the next Medal, DCCCLXXXYV, he assures me that the name of the Lodge is “ Arpad 
of Brotherhood ; ” ¢.¢., the Hungarian word for the latter part of the name belongs to “ Arpad,” 
and not to “ Freemasons,” as I was led to believe by the Hungarian authority consulted here ; 
[ may add that that authority adheres to the interpretation I gave, but I do not pretend to 
sufficient knowledge of the language to form an opinion, and shall yield to Bro. Crowe as 
probably correct, although the other rendering seems to be more in accordance with usage. 
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DCCCLXXXVI the reverse inscription, Bro. Crowe writes, is in four lines, Fort- 
pest | 24 Mar | 1871. 
the Medal DCCCLXXXIX is correctly given in our text; the 27 in the 
lescription was probably a typographic error, or an inadvertance in copying. 
mged to the Grand Orient, and its date of formation, says Bro. Crowe, “is 
is March and June, not May.” As the year of the Grand Orient began in 
{ e how th liscr pancies arose. 
ns my theory that the word was properly to be spelled 
il, though the engraving shows, as Bro. Crowe remarks, 


tion of the reverse. 


1 rubbing of the reverse, which shows his description was 

: remarks “ The spelling on the Medal may be incorrect, 

ly repeat what I said above, on DCCCLXXXV;; it 
There is a triangle closing the legend. 

t take the opportunity to thank Bro, Crowe for his 

has been found so difficult in many cases, 

‘rmine whether apparent errors of description were 

that information on matters of which so little is 

tance — becomes doubly valuable, and far more so, 

his case. The same mail which brought the letter 

above, also contained one from Bro. Shackles, giving me 

lle lal, of Pressburg, alluded to in the last number of 


rl 
acd] 
I 


ee ta’ Obverse, Clothed bust of Schiller to the left, in profile, 

yy two branches, palm on the left, and laurel on the right, crossed 

tom and tied with a ribbon. No legend. Reverse, The square and 

beneath which the inscription in two lines, GEGRUNDET | 000875. 

75.) Legend, separated by a circle from the field, G.*. u.". v..8 

KESSBURG (Gerecht und Volkommen True and perfect Lodge of 

nt of Pressburg). A ring at the top by which it was worn sus- 
a scarlet ribbon. Gilt. Size 28. 

WCCCXNCVI. Obverse, Clothed bust to right, but nearly facing, of Count 

k ; a Gorgon’s head on his breast. Legend FRANC * ANTON * S* R‘ T° 

CK *S*C* CONS * INT‘ ET LOCVMT’* PRAG. (Franciscus Antontus, 

mani Imperti Comes de Sporck, Sut Caesarae Mazestatis Constliartus 

/ Locumtenens Pragensis. Francis Antony, de Sporck, Count of the 

‘oman Empire, Privy Counsellor of His Imperial Majesty, and his 

entative at Prague). <A six-pointed star at the bottom. Reverse, The 

City of the Apocalypse, ‘‘ four-square,” with twelve gates; in the centre, 

unb ona mound; above is the radiant tetragrammaton. Legend, in 

ar lines; in the outer circle, PASSOS DVRA SVAS DVM IVSTE ET RITE 

<ANT, and in the inner one, TERRAS ILLATA HUC GLORIA HONORQVE MANET. 

rst two words perhaps refer to Rev. vi: 14, ‘‘ These are they who came 

rreat tribulation,” literally, having suffered tribulation: otherwise 

nection with the following words is not clear. ‘The remainder of the 

Glory and honor brought hither, remain, while they govern their 

tly and righteously). In exergue, Apoc * xx * v * 24 | MDCCXXvVI. 

The verse quoted from the Revelations (Chap. xxi: 24), ‘““And the kings of 

the earth do bring their glory and honor into it ;” explain the closing portion. 

The significance seems to be a reference to the prophecy in Chap. v: 10, and 

vii: 14, that those ‘‘ who came out of great tribulation ” should reign with the 

Lamb; but the passage as it stands on the Medal, without something is sup- 


| 
i 
t 
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plied, is not strictly grammatical. In small letters in exergue, c. w. for 
Christian Wermuth. [?] Size as engraved, 28 nearly. Metal not named.' 
W. T. R. M, 


COIN SALES. 


rue Sales during the last quarter have been few, and of minor importance, as compared with cor- 
responding periods. We note two only as of any interest to our readers. 


THE HOOPER COLLECTION, 


Mr. EDWARD FROSSARD sold in New York, July 21 and 22, Part I of the Collection of Mr. Joseph 
per, which contained United States Coins and Medals, Franco-American and Canadian Medals and 
ns, English, Foreign, Oriental, and other Coins. The Catalogue, 44 pages, prepared by Mr. Fros- 
, contained 863 lots. Among the pieces sold, we note Dollar of 1836, Gobrecht at base, rev., fly 

»; **Continental Curency,” tin, v. f. and r., 6.10; silver restrike of Castorland token, 

Peace Medal of George II, 1757, v.f., bronze, from perfect dies, 4.70; French 

Louis XIV, 1693, with bust of four Princes, bronze and a restrike, in proof condition, 10; an- 
r restrike of a similar Medal, in bronze, the busts differently arranged, 8; expulsion of English from 
hristopher, also a restrike in silver, 5.50; restrike of the De Levi Medal in silver, nearly proof, 6.35 ; 

r restrike of the Jean Varin Medal (most absurdly placed by LeRoux among American or Canadian 

s), 3-10; Varin was adie cutter, sculptor, etc., and at one time Superintendent of the French Mint; 
he never had anything whatever to do with America, and it is time this gross blunder of LeRoux’s work, 
which we must believe, from the price this Medal so frequently brings, has misled many Canadian collec- 
tors, should be publicly stated, and the piece rejected from Americana by dealers; it seems to resemble 
the Jernegan cistern piece, in the persistency with which it shows its face as relating to this continent; 
Halfpenny token of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, v. r., 7.50; Wyon’s Toronto University Medal, 

ver proof, v. r., 9.10; Indian Chief Medal of George III, bronze, mint state, size 48, in case, Vv. r., 21; 
Kirke’s Medal of Wolfe, 1759, also bronze, ex. f. and r., 7.50; Industrial Exhibition, Toronto, silver, 
v.f. and r., 5; Ottawa Univ., 7.80; Vigo Medal of Queen Anne, silver, 5; Crown of George I, 1718, 
roses and plumes, sharp and v. f., 10; similar Crown of George II, 1743, only roses in angles, 6. While 
many other pieces brought full values, the foregoing are, we believe, all that sold at the prices we have 
usually noted in these reports. The result must have been quite satisfactory to the owner. 

We observe that there were a number of the French Canadian pieces described as having ‘* argent 
on edge” and the like, clearly denoting of course to the experienced collector that they are restrikes. 
We think this fact should be distinctly stated in all such cases, for the protection of those not so well 
informed of the custom of the French Mint. It is proper to add that the Editors have received a letter 
from a correspondent, criticizing with some severity some of the descriptions in this Catalogue as over- 
drawn. Perhaps the explanation is to be looked for in the owner's estimate of condition, rather than the 
Cataloguer’s. The latter in our opinion should ever aim ‘‘to hold the scales of justice in equal poise” 
between buyer and seller, and in his zeal for his client never forget that he is the agent of the former as 
the latter. 

The second part of the Hooper Cabinet, with some addenda, and which contained Coins and 
Medals, chiefly similar to those in the first part, with a few Ancient Coins, gold coins of Ferdinand and 
Isabella, Vernon Medals, etc., was sold at the same place, October 6, instant. The Catalogue, 28 pages, 
contained 502 lots. A New York School Medal, never previously offered, struck in 1868, brought 5.50; 
Farthing token, perhaps Canadian, ‘‘ Female figure seated,” called by LeRoux Mercury! as noted by Mr. 
Frossard, who seems to have a very just opinion of the value of LeRoux’s opinions, 2.10; an excessively 
rare Stater in gold, of Macedonia, v. f., 46; gold Stater of Philip Il, rev. a biga to right over a trident, 
23; Quadruple Ducat of Ferdinand and Isabella, crowned busts facing, f. and r., 37; Double Ducat, 
same type, 7.25; another, struck in the Netherlands, 9; Broad Double Crown of Henry Julius of Bruns- 
90; Three Crown piece of ‘*‘ Mad” or ‘* Crazy Christian,” sharp and perfect, v. r., cost 18.50, sold 


wick, 7°53 

for 16; Crown of Queen Anne, 1707, roses and plumes, unc., 10; Dollar of 1795, from Boeing sale, 
where it brought 13.50, sold for 14.25; Dollar of 1796, unc., 12.25; do., 1797, 16 stars, 7 facing, br., 
unc., 8.50; another, 1836, Gobrecht on base, flying eagle and stars, pr., 12; 1839, Liberty seated, rev. 


flying eagle without stars, reeded edge, and unc., ‘‘ sold for 35 a few years ago,” perforated and plugged, 
27; Longacre’s pattern, 1870, Indian Queen seated, 8; Half Dollar, 1836, f. pr., 12; several 1794 Cents 
brought good prices; a restrike of the Franco-American jeton, with Mercury flying, ‘‘ wtrigue facit,” etc., 
silver, 5,50; Vermont Cent of 1786, sun and eight trees, v. r. 21; Virginia Pattern Cent and Half Cent, 
mint state, v. r., 10; Masonic Washington, undraped bust, and Past Master’s jewel on rev., in silver, 
apparently the same as one in Chapman’s Sale which sold for upwards of $20, now brought only 2.10! 
The sale seems to have been quite successful. 


1 I describe this from the engraving in the “Three Stars” at Prague. The Medal seems to have 
Transactions of the Lodge Quatuor Coronati, illustrat- been struck early in the last century, but the C. W. 
ing the article cited above, by Malczovich. The date I with 1726, is difficult to explain, as Wermuth is said 
am informed is that of the founding of the Lodge. to have died in 1723. 
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BOOK NOTICES. 


By WARWICK WrotH;: EDITED BY REGINALD 


, map, 37 pl Svo. 


I 


urther addition to the catalogues of 
uublished. It porn ns an instalment ofa 


ancient coinages, and its appearance will be 


this | 


nage of the cities of Mysia (the modern Asia Minor), 
‘e many ; but, so far, the currency of but twenty-four is extant, 
of these being the seaports of Cyzicus, Parium and Lampsacus, 
cities of Apollonia and Pergamum. The issues extend from between 
venth centuries B.C. to the third century of our era. 
ian currency consisted chiefly of the electrum coins of Cyzicus, the gold 
ipsacus, the Attic tetradrachms of the kings of Pergamum, and the 
cistophor he same dynasty, coined at Parium and Pergamum. After the formation 


of the Roman province of Asia, the Mysian silver money consisted principally of 
cistophori issued at Pergamum and Adramyteum. The Imperial coinage is of 
yrONZE, 

The arrangement of Mr. Wroth is in periods, the specimens in each period being 
grouped according to ty pes or vi irieties, those of the same class being placed together 
for convenience of comp: irison, 

Opportunity is afforded to contrast the types with the Hellenic coinage, and the 
characteristics of this interesting series can be clearly noted. 

It is to be regretted that the collection in some classes in the British Museum is 
still very nee and there remains much doubt regarding the date of many of the 
issues. Where the author takes specific ground for assignment of periods, his reasons 


are fully given in mr introduction. These cannot be entered upon in a brief notice. 
The de scriptions and inscriptions are very complete, and the fine autotype plates 
which supp lement them, give a clear conception of the artistic character of the pieces 
of the different epochs. 
The whole compilation reflects credit on the author and the great institution with 
which he has the honor to be connected. 


DESCRIPTIONS HISTORIQUE DES MONNAIES FRAPPEES sous L’EMPIRE ROMAIN, COMMUNEMENT 
APPELEES MEDAILLES IMPERIALES. PAR FEU HENRY COHEN—CONTINUEE PAR FEUAR- 
DENT. yis et Londres. Rollin et Feuardent. Tome Huititme. 1892. pp. 510, 

Tus volume brings to a termination the second edition of the exhaustive and 
elaborate compilation of the late Henry Cohen, edited and completed by M. Feuardent. 

Mr. Cohen had only finished the first volume of this edition when death overtook 
him. The first edition was presented to the public some twenty-one years previously. 
Vast additions to the number of coins discovered and attributed had since been made, 
and these are embraced in this addition. The material collected by Mr. Cohen has 
been gathered together and classified — with others since found — by the editor, in the 
remaining volumes. 

The work includes a full description of the Imperial coinage of Rome (so far as 
known) from the date of the declaration of the dictatorship of Juli ius Ceesar, five hun- 
dred and twenty-one years, to the dethronement of the youthful Romulus Augustus, 
the last of the rulers of the Western Roman empire, A. D. 476. 

The vast amount of coinage covering this long period is almost bewildering in 
its extent. The types, however, for centuries are somewhat similar in character, both 
as regards style of inscription and design. At the same time the variety of these is 
nece ssarily great. Each is carefully described and attributed. 
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As a whole the Roman numismatic art and workmanship was of a high order, 
especially during the earlier reigns; their character steadily deteriorating, strange to 
say, as the era of Christianity approached, when the coinage became both inferior in 
design and crude in execution. 

Che arrangement of the reigns is, in general, chronological, and a brief notice of 
the events of each reign precedes it. 

The tesserze and contorniate medallions are added at the close of this volume, 

nd the whole is supplied with chronological tables and indices, together with a 
omprehensive table of the legends of the reverses. 

It was contemplated by M. Feuardent to issue a supplemental volume to com- 
prise any pieces remaining undescribed, but the number was found to be too small, for 

1e present at least, to warrant it. 

The coins most notable for rarity, or beauty of design, are illustrated throughout 
the work; and the collection, to which each piece belongs, or the source from which 
its description came, as well as the approximate value, is given in each instance. 

As an accurate descriptive compilation, this work, so ably arranged by M. Feuar- 
dent, may be consulted for an indefinite time to come as ¢Ae authority on the Roman 
Imperial coinage. 


EDITORIAL. 


THE devices of the “ Columbian Half-Dollar” have apparently been giving trouble to the 
Managers of the Chicago Exposition or to the Mint authorities, if one may judge by the various 
conflicting accounts which have appeared, purporting to describe them; we have two entirely 
different descriptions, with illustrations; but the obverse, which it is said will bear either a 
head, bust, or figure of Columbus, seems to be still under discussion at date of writing; one of 
the latest reports states that the head is to follow a Spanish portrait, while another contradicts 
this, and the latest development corroborates the claim that there is no authentic portrait of 
Columbus. One account shows the main building of the group at Chicago, with its large dome, 
as the device for the reverse ; another gives an ocean scene, with the three vessels sailing west- 
ward, At the present moment all that is certainly known is that the first designs submitted 
were not approved ; and the cuts which have been engraved for the newspaper descriptions are 
only approximate resemblances to the proposed “coin.” By the date of the next issue of the 
Sournal the matter will doubtless be definitely settled. /s this a“coin”? It is calleda 
“Souvenir Half Dollar’ 
Mint authorities will decide it to be a coin or not. 


in the newspapers. We are waiting with interest to see whether the 


Tue Managers of the Exposition will realize, it seems probable, a very handsome sum 
from premiums on the new coins; but whether “ they will get 100 per cent.” may be doubted, 
though that is the modest estimate which some are making. For the first impression which 
falls from the dies, the Remington Company are said to have offered $10,000, and other large 
offers are also reported. The singular part of this business is, that the United States Govern- 
ment should be, even though indirectly, a party to a scheme to make money by the sale to the 
people of the work of its own servants. This is a matter on which as yet little has been said, 
but it certainly is a “ new departure,” and of questionable propriety. 


THERE is an opportunity in the issue of this piece for the revival of the unsettled contro- 
versy between the Mint authorities on one side, and the “ Incorporated Numismatic Societies ” 
on the other, as to the rights of the latter to receive for their Cabinets impressions of the 
Columbian “ Pattern Pieces;” a question of interest will also arise whether the purchaser of 
“ Proof-sets”” for the current year can obtain one of these in his set, at the usual rates, or not. 
If it is a coin, and one of the issues for the year, “authorized by law,” it would seem that it 
should be so included, “ and placed in the regular Proof set,” see the Circular relative to Pat- 
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Director of the Mint, (Mr. Kimball,) in 1887 ; if not so authorized 
eally uttered under the terms of that Circular and sections 


t believe that Circular properly construed the law, 


» claimed that the Columbian issue is “ mof 

How then can it justly be 

r use aS money or any such pur- 

ans of the Managers. Again, if it should 

the Fair should be struck, some very 

shall wait with some interest to see 

law, and reconcile that famous Circular with the 

to restrict t sue, the desire of collectors to obtain them, and the 

law, which have so long been disregarded. ‘The situation reminds one of 
yrnered duel in “ Mr. Midshipman Easy,” but there can be little doubt in 
ector of the Mint will in some way contrive to bring down both his adver- 


the experience of his predecessors. 


p, we may as well state our conviction, after five years’ experience 
lar, that the plain construction of the law, as frequently admitted by 
he Mint authorities to supply without charge to “ Incorporated 
on application, Pattern pieces; some Directors have admitted the 
clined to comply on the ground that no appropriation had been made towards 
striking such impressions; others have declined without assigning any specific 
ircular admits it, but in every case, so far as we have been able to learn, applica- 
1 refused, in some way the law has been evaded, and the Societies have ceased 
juest. The simple explanation is that the Government has the power, and 
individuals have none, and the only consolation afforded is Mr. Tweed’s question, “ What are 
you going to do about it?’’ We believe that something can be done, and that if the various 
Incorporated Numismatic Societies, under the lead let us say of the American Numismatic and 
Archaeological Society of New York, will make an organized and united effort, by a Memorial 
to the Director, or that failing, to Congress, they would succeed in having this point settled 
satisfactorily to themselves. Some one is to blame; let us know who, and the true reason for 
the failure of the Societies to receive their right, and we cannot doubt the matter will be recti- 
fied. If the thing is impossible, which nobody believes or even claims, or if the law is a dead 
letter, let it be repealed : if not, let it be executed. ‘The effort is well worth making, not alone 
in the interests of the science, but also to obtain a right, for the persistent denial of which we 
have never been able to see any justification in the special pleading of Mr. Kimball’s Circular, 
i tters from the Mint authorities. 


CURRENCY. 


GOLD is most desirable in accrued form. 

PITCHING coppers is a tri-fling amusement. 

KNICKERBOCKER (examining coin on bracelet)—That is a very rare coin. By the way, 
are vou the numismatist I have heard about? 

CHICAGO BUD —Oh, no! I’m the new Miss Madison. 


ANNOUNCEMENT was once made that a certain Numismatic Society desired new quarters. 
This was seen by a jocose friend of one of the members, who sent him a $1 Silver Certificate, 
and suggested that the Society could get a change of quarters from that. The numismate 
returned thanks for the dollar, and informed his friend that he was slightly in error, as it was 
headquarters and not four quarters which they desired. 





